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1.  Introductions

2.  Minutes of last GM
3.  Committee report
4.    Ratification of committee decisions  3 and 4.

5.  Any other business (to be given to the chair before meeting starts
6.  By Election for one Committee Members
Closed session 
7.  New Member : Amelia Lee
8.  Matters referred to closed session

General Meeting Agenda20th February 2018, 6.30pm, Yard Theatre
Prospective Member’s Surgery is from 6.00pm to 6.30pm and is for prospective members to get any support and advice about becoming a member of the co-op.



General Meeting Minutes
19th January 2018, 6:35pm

CHAIR: Keith Underhill  MINUTES: Katherine Bird, Keith Underhill

MEMBERS PRESENT: 19  
COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT: 2/9 
Audrey MacDonald, Bindi Foster-Brown,  
Eddie Koehler, Hannah Berry, Janice Bell,  
John Maloney, John Pugh, Katherine Bird, Keith 
Underhill, Kim Joslin, Lee Fullwood, Michelle Brand, 
Nickie Witham, Paul Fitzgerald, Rachel Plumb, 
Ricardo Vilela, Rob O’Connor, Simon Parnell,  
Steve Cato
NON MEMBERS PRESENT: 0
1. INTRODUCTIONS 
None. 
2. MINUTES OF LAST GM 
Minutes were PASSED as a true and correct record 
with 4 abstentions.
3. COMMITTEE REPORT 
There was a question and answer session on water 
rates. Kim Joslin asked if we could change the way 
we share out the water rates and will bring a proposal 
to the next Committee meeting. Work for Change pay 
for the water they use and also a contribution to the 
standing charge. We pay commercial rates for our 
water which is less overall than domestic rates.
4. RATIFICATION OF 3 OF THE COMMITTEE 
MINUTES (WATER RATES INCREASE OF 23.19%) 
Passed with 1 abstention.
5. MAST 
The main motion was proposed by Bindi
Amendment 1 was proposed by Paul on behalf of the 
committee.
There was a lively debate during which Kim Joslin 
was given a public warning by the chairperson for 
continuously interrupting. She then left the meeting
The amendment which replaced the main motion 
was passed 7 for 6 against and 2 abstentions
Amendment 2 from Simon was accepted by Paul. 
Two further amendment were accepted so the final 
motion as amended is
The co-op recognizes some of its members are very 
concerned about the health impact of the new cell 
phone mast opposite us on Old Birley Street, and 
notes the request for the co-op to 
1. purchase a Frequency Reader for £217 from the 
Cell Phone Radiation company, and 
2. pay Glynn Hughes of the Cell Phone Radiation 
company £480 plus expenses etc to make his 
assessment of the building / and a presentation to  
its members.

Since others in the co-op strongly dispute or doubt 
the reliability of claims that cell phone masts damage 
health, it's important to have a clear discussion of 
this with as much information as possible from all 
sides of the issue, before the decision about these 
two expenditures is made at a forthcoming GM.
1. The co-op agrees to invite two speakers (one 
presenting the case that the health risks from phone 
masts have sufficient proof to warrant action and 
expenditure, the other that they don't have sufficient 
proof) to present their case at a special meeting 
to be held within six weeks or as soon as possible 
before a final decision re this expenditure is made at 
the first GM following these two presentations.
2. The co-op agrees to pay to hire the yard theatre 
as a venue for this, and to provide travel expenses 
for the two speakers and a fee of up to £50, and to 
advertise the meeting to its members as widely as 
possible, including posters around the building.
3. The co-op formally invites Glynn Hughes to be one 
of the two speakers, if he's willing to do so for travel 
expenses, or to recommend a suitable local speaker 
re the health risks of cell phone masts to take his 
place.
4.That two other quotes for a professional 
assessment should be garnered before making 
a decision to spend moneys on one. The GM 
recommends. emfinspections.co.uk/prices/ and 
emfcomp.com/
This was approved with 4 abstentions.
7. AOB 
None. 
8. COMMITTEE BY ELECTION 
There were no candidates.
CLOSED SESSION
None. 
The meeting finished at 7.29pm



COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:  
Keith Underhill (Secretary/Minutes), 
Rob Harrison(chair), Lee Jones, Paul Fitzgerald, 
Shoshanah Cohen, Lee Fullwood
OTHERS PRESENT: Sue Corcoran
APOLOGIES:  
NOT PRESENT:  Pauline Smit, Helen Gale,  
Kallum Tolkein
1. MOSSCARE 
1.1 Total Arrears are £13,779 last month was £14,339.
2. MINUTES 
2.24 Auditors report (6th May 2017) Lee to respond
2.25 Buying the building (8th May 2017)  
Seeking legal advice
2.27 Management Training (June 2017)  
It was agreed to spend up to £500 on management 
training primarily for the committee and other 
interested members.
2.28 Maintenance Worker: (6 Sept 2017)  
It was agreed that up to £6k should be allocated 
for buying in assistance to maintenance.Lee is 
completing a job description.

2.29. Vehicle Gate: (5 Nov 2017)  
Agreed Keith to action the gate closure.
2.32 Deposit accounts (5th Dec 2017)  
The deposit accounts have closed and new ones need 
to be opened.
3. WALKWAYS 
It was agreed that wooden area of walkways to be 
resurfaced with nonslip Material.
4. NONSLIP PATH  
It was agreed to ask gardening group to create a 
nonslip path to complete the circuit around the 
mount.
5. PERSONAL DATA  
GDPR on personal data Keith to check that  
our current rules are compliant.
6. WATER RATES  
Nobody has come up with a workable option for 
changing how these are apportioned.
7. LEAKY WINDOWS  
Complaint about leaky windows: Lee has arranged  
for a contractor to come and look at it.

6th February 2018
HFC Committee Minutes

Vehicle gate closure explained
(by Lee Fullwood)
A couple of months ago the GM voted to close 
the vehicle gate 24/7. This will have to be a gradual 
process because there are complications:
1. People have been using it as a pedestrian gate 
for 20 years. It will take time to adapt. Recently we 
changed the opening times to 10am-1pm and people 
were forcing it open and even strapping it to the stop 
post to stop it closing. We had complaints about 
deliveries. Currently it is open 10am-3.30pm.
2. The gate was never designed to be automated. If it 
is forced and strapped, it will break. If it is closed but 
still used by pedestrians every 10 minutes it will break.  
A broken gate is no use and an expensive repair.
3. The intercom on the gate has not been updated for 
years due to a technical problem, including the entry 
code. It needs replacing so that deliveries and visitors 
can get in.

So Maintenance decided it will no longer be a 
pedestrian gate. 
If it is to be always closed, there will no longer be 
a public code to exit or enter. New codes seem to 
get distributed rapidly around the neighbourhood. 
Vehicles can still exit automatically and enter with a 
fob.
This is why the exit code has been changed. The entry 
code will also be changed.
There are four other ways to get in and five other ways 
to get out.
The subject of gate closure has been debated many 
times in the past. This is the first time it has been 
voted to close. If you disagree with the idea, feel free  
to propose an alternative motion to the GM.



Homes for Change, Unit 25, 41 Old Birley Street, Hulme, Manchester, M15 5RE,  
T: 0161 232 9801, E: info@homesforchange.co.uk
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The Big Yeller was designed and edited by Claire Harrison-Davis

Nomination form: I wish to be a candidate for the committee elections 

Name ........................................................................................................................................................................................................

Email Address .......................................................................................................................................................................................

Phone Number .....................................................................................................................................................................................

Normal Signature .................................................................................................................................................................................

Keith Underhill (Returning Officer)  
Deliver to Flat 303 or email keithunder@gmail.com before the day of the GM or at the GM. (0779 268 6588)

CAN YOU FILL  

THIS SPACE?

If you have something you want to yell 

about, or any ideas, suggestions or 

comments about the kind of articles 

you want in your newsletter then 

please get in touch with the P&I group 

thebigyeller@homesforchange.co.uk

Elections for the following positions will take place 
at the next GM. Please read carefully!

Committee – 1 place
In order to be a candidate for the committee you 
must fill in and sign the nomination form below or 
provide the same information. You may nominate 
yourself by email. If you do not receive a confirmation 
you should assume it has not been received. You 
must be a member to be a candidate for election to 
the committee. You do not have to be a resident.
Committee meetings normally last up to 1.5 hours 
and are on the first Tuesday of the month. Committee 
meetings count towards your 2 or 3 hours activity. 
Nominations for committee will be kept secret by me 
until the nominations close. 
You are welcome to announce your intention to stand 
in any way you feel necessary (ie Yell, leaflets etc)

Dates for your diary
Next Committee Meeting6th March 2018  Members’ Room @ 6:30pm

Next General Meeting
20th February 2018  The Yard Theatre @ 6:30pm

By Elections  
2017-2018

Have your say....

Add your items to  

the GM Agenda and  

The Big Yeller by  

Tuesday 6th March 5pm

thebigyeller@homesforchange.co.uk


