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Next General Meeting

16th January 2018
The Yard Theatre @ 6:30pm

Next Committee Meeting

6th February 2018
Members’ Room @ 6:30pm

General Meeting Agenda

16th January 2018, 6.30pm, Yard Theatre

Prospective Member’s Surgery is from 6.00pm to 6.30pm and is for prospective
members to get any support and advice about becoming a member of the co-op.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Introductions
Minutes of last GM
Committee report
Ratification of committee minutes Item 3
The Mast

6. A
 ny other business (to be given to the
chair before meeting starts)
7. B
 y election for one committee member

Closed session

8. M
 atters referred to closed session

General
Meeting
Minutes
19Th December 2017, 6:35pm
CHAIR: Keith Underhill

MINUTES: Katherine Bird, Keith Underhill

MEMBERS PRESENT: 16
COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT: 1/9
Bindi Foster-Brown, Eddie Koehler, Hannah Berry,
John Maloney, John Phillips, Katherine Bird,
Keith Underhill, Lee Jones, Nickie Witham,
Rachel Plumb, Shelagh Murphy, Siân Evans,
Silvestre Fernández, Stella Harding, Susan Gallagher,
Susanne Hofmann
NON MEMBERS PRESENT: 3
Darren Good, Grant Kumpolota, Sara Fernandez
1. INTRODUCTIONS
Darren Good introduced himself.
2. MINUTES OF LAST GM
Minutes were PASSED as a true and correct record
with 2 abstentions.
3. COMMITTEE REPORT
No questions
4. RATIFICATION OF 3B OF THE
COMMITTEE MINUTES
Passed unanimously.

6. NEW FINANCIAL STANDING ORDERS
This was passed with no one against and
2 abstentions it therefore achieved a two thirds
majority.
7. AOB
a. Chairperson’s ruling
Keith as GM chairperson ruled that under section 9d
of the primary rules members will only cease to be
members when an NTQ is actually served rather than
when an NTQ is approved.
b. Cessation of membership
Teresa Pereira’s cessation of membership is
rescinded.
8. COMMITTEE BY ELECTION
There were no candidates.
CLOSED SESSION
None.
The meeting finished at 6.48pm

HFC Committee Minutes
2nd January 2018

COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:
Keith Underhill (Secretary/Minutes), Shoshanah
Cohen, Paul Fitzgerald, Kallum Tolkein
OTHERS PRESENT: Sue Corcoran, Shelagh Murphy
APOLOGIES: Rob Harrison(chair), Lee Fullwood, Lee
Jones, Helen Gale
NOT PRESENT: Pauline Smit
1. MOSSCARE
1.1 Total Arrears 14,339 last month was £15,482.
2. MINUTES
2.24 Auditors report (6th May 2017) Lee to respond
2.25 Buying the building (8th May 2017)
Seeking legal advice
2.27 Management Training (June 2017)
It was agreed to spend up to £500 on management
training primarily for the committee and other
interested members.
2.28 Maintenance Worker: (6 Sept 2017)
It was agreed that up to £6k should be allocated for
buying in assistance to maintenance.
2.29. Vehicle Gate: (5 Nov 2017)
Agreed Keith to action the gate closure.

2.30 G02 (3rd Dec 2017)
We have asked Warburtons to help with complex
issues in G02
2.31 Damp Ingress (4th Dec 2017)
Rob has replied to this.
2.32 Deposit accounts (5th Dec 2017)
The deposit accounts have closed and new ones need
to be opened.
3. RENT AND RATES
It was agreed to increase the rent by 0% and the
Water Rates by 23.19% The water rates kept at this
lower than calculated level by using the 2019-2020
subsidy in 2018-2019.
4. THE MAST
It was agreed to propose a compromise amendment
to the motion. 2 for and 1 abstention. Shoshonah
abstained Paul and Kallum in favour. This will be on
the GM agenda.
5. COMPLAINT
Will be referred to the Council ASBAT group.

Water rates.
The facts!
The committee is proposing to
increase the water rates by 23.19%
WHY IS THIS HAPPENING?

We must pay
for the water
we use.

We are obliged
to do this by the
regulator.

We cannot
subsidise this
from the rents.

None of the
water rates go
to the Co-op.

THE FIGURES

Total water bill: £34,597

Amount oustanding: £4,993
WfC contribution: £4,471
Subsidy from previous
overpayments: £2,693

WHAT WE NEED TO DO
If the water rates stay the same this year
we need to raise £32,426; an increase of
47.72%.
The committee has decided to use the
overpayment subsidy from 2019 this
year, which means we only need to
raise £27,040; an increase of 23.19%.

HfC paid
£22,440
We owed £27,433

APPROX

£1.30
PER WEEK
EXTRA

IN PERSPECTIVE
2016-17
INCREASE

2018-19
INCREASE

14.47%
2015-16
DECREASE

27%

23.19%
2017-18
DECREASE

7.84%

The mast

Main motion (proposed by Bindi Foster-Brown)
This GM agrees to:
1. The purchase of a FREQUENCY READER (cost £217)
to ascertain the flats most affected by the mast so
that individuals can decide on appropriate levels of
protection. As we have heard that there are potentially
two more of these masts to be erected in our vicinity or
close to many of us have concerns for the safety of our

health, therefore long term access to such a machine is
deemed by many to be most pertinent and necessary.
2. Permission to get Glynn from “Wireless Protection”
(Bolton Company) to come and give a PROFESSIONAL
ASSESSMENT on how our building and flats are
affected, followed by a talk to residents.
Cost: £400 plus VAT & expenses.

Amendment 1 (proposed by the Committee)
The co-op recognizes some of its members are very concerned about the health impact of the new cell phone mast
opposite us on Old Birley Street, and notes the request for the co-op to 1. Purchase a FREQUENCY READER for £217
from the Cell Phone Radiation company, and 2. Pay Glynn Hughes of the Cell Phone Radiation company £480 plus
expenses etc to make his assessment of the building /and a presentation to its members.
Since others in the co-op strongly dispute or doubt the reliability of claims that cell phone masts damage health,
it's important to have a clear discussion of this with as much information as possible from all sides of the issue,
before the decision about these two expenditures is made at a forthcoming GM.
1. The co-op agrees to invite two speakers (one
2. The co-op agrees to pay to hire the yard theatre as
presenting the case that the health risks from phone
a venue for this, and to provide travel expenses for
the two speakers, and to advertise the meeting to
masts have sufficient proof to warrant action
its members as widely as possible, including posters
and expenditure, the other that they don't have
around the building.
sufficient proof) to present their case at a special
meeting to be held as soon as possible before a final
3. The co-op formally invites Glynn Hughes to be one
decision re this expenditure is made at the first GM
of the two speakers, if he's willing to do so for travel
following these two presentations.
expenses, or to recommend a suitable local speaker re
the health risks of cell phone masts to take his place.

By Elections 2017-2018
Elections for the following positions will take place at the next GM. Please read carefully!

Committee – 1 place
In order to be a candidate for the committee you must
fill in and sign the nomination form below or provide
the same information. You may nominate yourself
by email. If you do not receive a confirmation you
should assume it has not been received. You must
be a member to be a candidate for election to the
committee. You do not have to be a resident.

Committee meetings normally last up to 1.5 hours
and are on the first Tuesday of the month. Committee
meetings count towards your 2 or 3 hours activity.
Nominations for committee will be kept secret by me
until the nominations close.
You are welcome to announce your intention to stand
in any way you feel necessary (ie Yell, leaflets etc)

Nomination form: I wish to be a candidate for the committee elections
Name.........................................................................................................................................................................................................
Email Address........................................................................................................................................................................................
Phone Number......................................................................................................................................................................................
Normal Signature..................................................................................................................................................................................
Keith Underhill (Returning Officer)
Deliver to Flat 303 or email keithunder@gmail.com before the day of the GM or at the GM. (0779 268 6588)
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